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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


FOR 


HIPPERHOLME  URBAN 
DISTRICT. 


HALIFAX : 

F.  King  & Sons,  Printers,  Broad  Street. 


February  ist,  1896. 


7 0 Hipper holme  Urban  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you 
the  following  report  on  the  health,  sanitation,  and 
other  relative  details  affecting  your  district  for  the 
year  1895. 

Area  and  Population. — The  area  of  the  whole 
district  is  952  acres,  and  the  estimated  population 
to  the  middle  of  the  year  is  3400. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  was 
69.  comprising  43  males  and  26  females.  The 
rate  per  1000  per  annum  is  20*25,  as  compared 
with  21*5  in  1894,  and  25'3  :893.  I find  that 

this  is  the  lowest  birth-rate  recorded  for  over  ten 
years. 

Deaths. — The  deaths  numbered  52,  viz.,  29 
males  and  23  females  ; the  annual  rate  per  1000 
being  15*15,  as  against  12*8  in  1894,  and  17'&  in 
1893.  I have  examined  the  record  of  deaths  for 
the  last  ten  years,  and  have  found  that  the 
average  death-rate  for  that  period  is  a little  over 
15  per  1000.  The  mortality  occurred  at  the 
following  periods  of  life  : — 7 died  in  infancy,  3 
between  1 and  5 years  of  age,  2 between  5 and 
15  years  of  age,  19  between  the  ages  of  25  and  65, 
while  21  had  attained  the  age  of  65  and  upwards. 
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Among  the  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 

(1)  Phthisis. — This  was  the  registered  cause 
of  death  in  5 persons,  of  whom  3 were  males  and 
2 females.  The  rate  per  1000  is  1*4,  which  is 
higher  than  that  of  the  preceding  year. 

(2)  Respiratory  Disease. — There  were  9 deaths 
due  to  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  or  pleurisy,  4 being 
in  children  under  5 years  of  age.  The  death-rate 
under  this  heading  (including  phthisis)  is  slightly 
over  4 per  1000. 

(3)  Heart  Disease  was  responsible  for  9 deaths. 

(4)  Disease  of  Liver.— Four  persons  died  from 
disease  of  this  organ. 

(5)  Diarrhcea  was  prevalent  during  the  hot 
months  of  the  summer,  and  was  the  cause  of  two 
deaths  in  children. 

(6)  Disease  of  Kidneys. — Two  deaths. 

(7)  Disease  of  Nervous  System. — Four  deaths. 

(8)  Injuries.-— Two  deaths  were  due  to  acci- 
dental injuries,  and  were  certified  by  the  Coroner. 

Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  7 deaths  in 
infancy,  and  all  occurred  in  the  third  and  fourth 
quarters  of  the  year.  The  rate  (per  1000  births 
registered)  is  134- 6,  which  is  a decided  improve- 
ment upon  that  of  1894. 

The  Zymotic  Death-rate  was  -6,  and  compares 
very  favourably  with  1-4,  which  was  the  rate  of 
the  preceding  year. 

Infectious  Diseases. — During  the  year  there 
were  8 cases  reported  to  me  under  the  Infectious 
Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  viz.,  typhoid  fever,  4; 
continued  fever,  1 ; scarlatina,  3. 


t- 


3 


Typhoid  Fever.— Two  cases  occurred  in  Light- 
cliffe  in  the  same  house  in  the  month  of  January. 
They  were  of  a mild  type,  and  were  undoubtedly 
due  to  serious  sanitar}^  defects,  which  were  pointed 
out  and  remedied.  The  other  two  cases  were 
notified  from  Hipperholme  in  the  month  of  Nov- 
ember, and  were  more  severe  in  character  than 
the  former  two.  A blocked  drain  was  found  in 
the  house  in  which  they  occurred  ; this  was  opened 
up  and  put  into  thorough  working  order. 

Continued  Fever. — This  case  was  also  from 
the  Hipperholme  end  of  the  district,  and  was 
mild  in  character. 

Scarlatina  appeared  in  the  month  of  December; 
one  of  the  persons  attacked  lived  in  Hipperholme 
and  the  other  two  in  Lightcliffe.  The  usual  pre- 
cautionary measures  were  adopted,  and  there  was 
no  further  spread  of  the  disease  amongst  any  of 
the  other  inmates  of  the  three  infected  houses. 
It  may  be  noted  that  scarlatina  was  prevalent  in 
many  of  the  surrounding  districts  for  several 
weeks  prior  to  its  appearance  here. 

There  were  other  infectious  diseases,  which  are 
non-notifiable,  which  I may  also  briefly  allude  to. 
Of  these  Influenza  was  epidemic  in  the  district 
in  the  month  of  February.  The  outbreak  lasted 
for  three  weeks,  during  the  whole  of  which  time 
the  weather  was  intensely  cold.  It  is  satisfactory 
to  state  that  no  death  occurred,  although  many 
persons  suffered  from  an  aggravated  form  of  the 
ailment. 

Whooping  Cough  prevailed  to  a slight  extent 
in  the  spring  of  the  year  ; this  disease  is  often 
found  to  follow  upon  measles,  which,  it  will  be 
remembered,  was  present  in  one  part  of  the  dis- 
trict in  epidemic  form  in  the  latter  half  of  1894. 
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Rabies, — In  common  with  many  other  localities 
in  the  West  Riding,  we  had  a serious  outbreak  of 
rabies  among  dogs  in  the  summer.  Two  men 
living  in  Lightcliffe  were  unfortunately  inoculated 
when  handling  their  own  animals  while  suffering 
from  the  disease,  as  it  was  clearly  proved  that  the 
saliva  of  the  dogs  had  come  in  contact  with 
wounds  on  the  hands  of  their  owners.  A private 
subscription  was  started  in  the  district,  and  in  a 
few  days  enough  of  money  was  raised  to  enable 
the  men  to  receive  treatment  at  Paris.  With  the 
least  delay  possible,  after  my  attention  was  drawn 
to  the  matter,  I made  the  necessary  arrangements, 
and  despatched  them  to  the  Pasteur  Institute.  I 
am  glad  to  say  that  the  results  so  far  have  been 
entirely  satisfactory. 

Inspections  of  the  whole  district  have  been 
made  during  the  year. 

Abatement  of  Nuisances. — In  my  last  annual 
report  I had  occasion  to  point  out  that  certain 
nuisances,  upon  which  I made  a special  report  in 
1893,  were  still  unattended  to.  During  the  past 
year,  however,  the  several  proprietors  concerned, 
with  one  exception,  have  carried  out  the  improve- 
ments suggested  At  the  White  Plorse  Inn  a 
closet,  which  was  situated  below  part  of  the 
kitchen,  has  been  shut  up,  and  entirely  new 
structural  changes  and  additions  have  been  made 
to  the  house.  At  Lydgate  the  large  common 
ashpit,  which  supplied  some  25  houses,  has  been 
raised  to  the  level  of  the  ground  and  subdivided, 
while  the  closet  accommodation  in  connection 
therewith  has  been  improved  by  the  introduction 
of  a system  of  flushing  which  is  periodically 
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employed.  At  Bailiffe  Bridge  the  several  blocks 
of  houses  were  supplied  with  deep,  badly-venti- 
lated common  ashpits,  filled  generally  with  stink- 
ing liquid  sludge,  while  the  accompanying  closets 
were  in  most  cases,  as  may  be  easily  imagined, 
in  an  equally  unwholesome  condition.  All  the 
proprietors  here,  except  Mr.  J.  Waddington,  have 
carried  out  the  instructions  given  to  them  ; but 
the  alterations  made  by  him  are  only  partial,  and 
certain  important  work  requires  to  be  done  in 
order  that  existing  sanitary  defects  on  his  property 
may  be  remedied.  As  I have  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  Sanitary  Authority  will  show  any  special 
laxity  to  him,  I would,  in  justice  to  the  other 
proprietors  who  have  done  their  dut}q  draw 
pointed  attention  to  this  continued  case  of  neglect. 

Public  Scavenging. — This  includes  the  empty- 
ing and  cleansing  of  ashpits  systematically  by  the 
Sanitary  Authority.  In  former  years  this  work 
was  left  in  the  hands  of  tenants  to  carry  out  at 
their  own  expense,  with  the  result  that  overfilling 
was  general,  and  filthy^  accumulations  were 
occasionally  met  with  where  several  houses  had 
one  ashpit  in  common.  This  work  is  now  done 
by  contract,  which  is  a decided  advance  upon  the 
old  system,  although  perfection  cannot  be  claimed 
for  this  method.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  most 
satisfactory  arrangement  would  be  for  the  work  to 
be  done  directly  by  the  Sanitary  Authority,  and 
in  many  localities  this  system  has  been  found  to 
be  cheaper  than  employing  a contractor. 

Water  Supply.  — The  public  supply  has  been 
well  maintained  during  the  whole  year.  A short 
time  ago  the  pipes  leading  from  Lightcliffe  to 
Bailiffe  Bridge  were  enlarged. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  -The  drainage 
system  of  the  district  as  a whole  is  very  good. 
Some  old  houses  are  still  very  imperfectly  drained, 
e.g.  at  Hilltop,  where  I lately  saw  a blocked  drain, 
which,  when  opened  up,  was  found  to  run  below 
some  neighbouring  houses,  and  emptied  itself  no- 
body knew  where,  instead  of  being  connected  with 
the  main  sewer  as  it  now  is.  The  sewage  tanks 
are  now  acting  much  better  than  they  were,  and 
the  effluent  is  a great  deal  clearer  than  it  used 
to  be. 

Slaughter  House.— This  is  registered.  I have 
inspected  it  from  time  to  time  and  have  to  report 
that  it  is  kept  clean  and  in  good  order. 

Bake-Houses. — There  are  three  bakehouses  all 
of  which  continue  to  be  conducted  in  a satisfactory 
manner. 

Dairies,  Milk-shops  and  Cowsheds.— So  far  as 

I am  aware,  no  regulations  are  in  force  under  the 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk-shops  Order.  Such 
places  ought  to  be  systematically  inspected,  as 
existing  defaults  in  them  may  lead  to  serious  con- 
sequences. I strongly  advise  the  Council  to 
enforce  the  powers  which  they  possess,  and  to 
make  it  compulsory  for  (i)  all  sellers  of  milk  and 
(2)  all  such  places  to  be  registered.  If  this  were 
done,  the  Inspector  would  be  able  more  effectually 
to  supervise  the  milk-supply  of  the  district. 

Factories  and  Workshops  — I have  visited 
these  places  and  have  been  satisfied  with  the  ar- 
rangements found  in  them.  One  case  of  slight 
overcrowding  in  a Lightcliffe  workshop  was 
brought  to  my  notice  by  H.  M.  Inspector  of  Fac- 
tories ; this  was  remedied  at  once,  when  the  em- 
ployer was  made  aware  of  the  offence. 
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I am  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the 
following  information  : — 


No.  of  inspections  made  350 

,,  house-drains  repaired,  &c. . . ..  18 

,,  ,,  new,  provided  ..  ..  10 

,,  privies,  water-closets  repaired,  &c.  . . 16 

,,  ,,  ,,  new,  provided  . . 4 

,,  ashpits  repaired,  &c.  25 

,,  slaughter-house  inspected 1 


In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  allow  me  to  state  that 
your  district  during  the  past  year  has  fully  main- 
tained the  reputation  which  it  has  held  for  some 
time,  of  being  a healthy  residential  locality. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  DAVIDSON,  M.D.,  Edin.,  M.A., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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